
H.J.R. 85 81st LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 30(c), Article XVI, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as
follows:

(c) The Legislature may provide that members of the governing board of a district or
authority created by authority of Article III, Section 48-e, Article III, Section 52(b)(1) or (2),
or Article XVI, Section 59, of this Constitution serve terms not to exceed four years.

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 3, 2009. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to provide that elected members of
the governing boards of emergency services districts may serve terms not to exceed four
years."

Passed by the House on May 11, 2009: Yeas 141, Nays 0, 2 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 27, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Filed with the Secretary of State, June 1, 2009.

HJ.R. No. 102

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to protect the right of the public to access and use public
beaches.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Article I, Texas Constitution, is amended by adding Section 33 to read as

follows:
Sec. 33. (a) In this section, "public beach" means a state-owned beach bordering on the

seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico, extending from mean low tide to the landward
boundary of state-owned submerged land, and any larger area extending from the line of
mean low tide to the line of vegetation bordering on the Gulf of Mexico to which the public
has acquired a right of use or easement to or over the area by prescription or dedication or
has established and retained a right by virtue of continuous right in the public under Texas
common law.

(b) The public, individually and collectively, has an unrestricted right to use and a right
of ingress to and egress from a public beach. The right granted by this subsection is
dedicated as a permanent easement in favor of the public.

(c) The legislature may enact laws to protect the right of the public to access and use a
public beach and to protect the public beach easement from interference and encroachments.

(d) This section does not create a private right of enforcement.
SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at

an election to be held November 3, 2009. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for
or against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to protect the right of the public,
individually and collectively, to access and use the public beaches bordering the seaward
shore of the Gulf of Mexico."

Passed by the House on May 11, 2009: Yeas 140, Nays 1, 1 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 27, 2009: Yeas 29, Nays 2.

Filed with the Secretary of State, June 1, 2009.

H.J.R. No. 116

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the Veterans' Land Board to issue general obligation
bonds in amounts equal to or less than amounts previously authorized.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
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PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS H.J.R. 127, § 1

SECTION 1. Section 49-b(w), Article III, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as
follows:

(w) The Vetera n s'Land Board may provide for, issue, and sell general obligation bonds of
the state for the purpose of selling land to veterans of the state or providing home or land
mortgage loans to veterans of the state in a principal amount of outstanding bonds that
must at all times be equal to or less than the aggregate principal amount of state general
obligation bonds previously authorized for those purposes by prior constitutional amend-
ments. Bonds and other obligations issued or executed under the authority of this
subsection may not be included in the computation required by Section 49-j of this article.
[1i addition to the general obligation bonds authorized to be ipsucd anid to be Pold by the
Vetean.,s' La4nd Board by .. peou-s conpstitutional amendments, the Ve-an 'af Lsad Board may
pra'Adc for, issue, and sell general obligation bon4ds of the state to provide home mortgage
loans to veteran4s of the state. The principal amount of outstanding bon4ds autoI- Lzed by this
subsection may not at any one time exceed $500 mllioIn.] The bond proceeds shall be
deposited in or used to benefit and augment the Veterans' Land Fund, the Veterans' Housing
Assistance Fund, or the Veterans' Housing Assistance Fund II, as determined appropriate
by the Veterans' Land Board, and shall be administered and invested as provided by law.
Payments of principal and interest on the bonds, including payments made under a bond
enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or interest on the bonds, shall be made
from the sources and in the manner provided by this section for general obligation bonds
issued for the benefit of the applicable fund [Veterans' Housing A sistance Fund II].

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at
an election to be held November 3, 2009. The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing the Veterans' Land
Board to issue general obligation bonds in amounts equal to or less than amounts previously
authorized."

Passed by the House on May 1, 2009: Yeas 144, Nays 0, 1 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 19, 2009: Yeas 30, Nays 0.

Filed with the Secretary of State, May 21, 2009.

H.J.R. No. 127

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to allow an officer or enlisted member of the Texas State Guard
or other state militia or military force to hold other civil offices.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 40(a), Article XVI, Texas Constitution, is amended to read as

follows:
(a) No person shall hold or exercise at the same time, more than one civil office of

emolument, except that of Justice of the Peace, County Commissioner, Notary Public and
Postmaster, Officer of the National Guard, the National Guard Reserve, and the Officers
Reserve Corps of the United States and enlisted men of the National Guard, the National
Guard Reserve, and the Organized Reserves of the United States, and retired officers of the
United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and retired warrant
officers, and retired enlisted men of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps,
and Coast Guard, and officers and enlisted members of the Texas State Guard and any other
active militia or military force organized under state law, and the officers and directors of
soil and water conservation districts, unless otherwise specially provided herein. Provided,
that nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to prohibit an officer or enlisted man of
the National Guard, [a 4] the National Guard Reserve, the Texas State Guard, and any other
active militia or military force organized under state law, or an officer in the Officers
Reserve Corps of the United States, or an enlisted man in the Organized Reserves of the
United States, or retired officers of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps,
and Coast Guard, and retired warrant officers, and retired enlisted men of the United States
Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and officers of the State soil and
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